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should have risen to an even higher position than her
celebrated mother! Such was the comment of the world,
and in the country at large some surprise was felt at the
announcement of her good fortune, for little was known of
her outside the Court.

About this time To no Chujo became Palace Minister and
Genji began to hand over to him most of the business of
state. Chujo had a vigorous and rapid mind, his judgment
tended to be very sound, and his natural intelligence was
backed by considerable learning. Thus, though it will be
remembered that at the game of * covering rhymes * * he
was badly defeated, in public affairs he carried all before
him. By his various wives a he had some ten children, who
were now all grown-up and taking their places very credi-
tably in the world. Besides the daughter whom he had
given in marriage to the Emperor there was another, Lady
Kumoi by name, who was a child of a certain princess with
whom he had at one time carried on an intrigue. This lady
then was not, as far as birth went, in any way her sister's
inferior; but the mother had subsequently married a
Provincial Inspector who already had a large number of
children. It seemed a pity to allow the girl to be brought
up by a step-father among this promiscuous herd of
youngsters, and To no Chujo had obtained leave to have
her at the Great Hall and put her under his mother Princess
Omiya's keeping. He took far less interest in her, it is true,
than he did in Lady Chujo; but both in beauty and intel-
ligence she was generally considered to be at least her
sister's equal. She had during her childhood naturally been
brought much into contact with Yugiri. When each of
them was about ten years old they began to live in separate

1 See vol. ii, p, 86. The rhyme-words at the end of the verses were
covered and the competitors had to guess them.

* His first wife was a daughter of the Minister of the Eight.